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This department welcomes brief notes and article-length 
manuscripts. The former may include announcements of contem- 
plated or ongoing projects, information on doctoral theses in 
progress or completed (writer, title, institution, supervisor, 
and available information on completion time), proposals and 
questions, and requests for assistance. Announcements of indi- 
vidual research projects, including theses are very important 
to avoid awkward and wasteful duplication of effort. Articles 
will ordinarily describe projected, in progress, or completed 
large-scale projects involving one or several scholars and 
should follow the same standards as other articles. 
DISSERTATION IN PROGRESS: DAVID HILBERT 
Michael Toepell is preparing a dissertation on the origin 
of David Hilbert's "Grundlagen der Geometrie." The research is 
being carried out at the Institut fiir Geschichte der Naturwis- 
senschaften der Universitat Miinchen under the supervision of 
Professor Dr. Helmuth Gericke and Professor Dr. Menso Folkerts. 
Unpublished manuscripts, letters, and other documents show 
that Hilbert was studing the foundations of geometry already 
in the early 1890s. In addition to a survey of the existing 
material the research will trace the development of Hilbert's 
ideas and methods. 
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DOCTORAL DISSERTATION: BERTRAND RUSSELL AND THE 
PARADOXES OF SET THEORY 
The Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science and 
Technology, University of Toronto, Canada, has approved the Ph.D. 
thesis proposal submitted by Alejandro R. Garciadiego, entitled 
"Bertrand Russell's Role in the Origin and Development of the 
Paradoxes of Set Theory." The four principal components of the 
dissertation will be (1) Russell's early philosophical and 
mathematical background, up to the early stages in the writing 
of the Principles of Mathematics; (2) how Russell discovered 
the logical and mathematical contradictions; (3) the emergence 
of semantic contradictions and the distinctions among the concepts 
"contradiction," "antinomy," and "paradox"; and (4) Russell's 
attempts to resolve these contradictions, his logicist program. 
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